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Welcome to the Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music at 
Kennesaw State University 
We offer a world class undergraduate education…training future 
performers, music educators, and leaders in the field of music. 
More than 285 majors and minors pursue degrees in performance, 
music education, composition, applied studies, theory, musicology, 
and ethnomusicology. Our programs and students stand out as the 
forerunners for the next generation of inspired musical scholars.
 
We pride ourselves on our students’ accomplishments from 
successfully acing their first theory exams, perfecting their collective 
sounds in performances, to signing contracts for their first real jobs!
 
KSU Bailey School of Music has a long-standing tradition of 
student ensemble performances at state, regional, and national 
music conferences. Our student ensembles are regularly featured 
at prestigious conferences throughout the country including the 
Georgia Music Educators, National Collegiate Choral Organization, 
National Band Association, Southern Division College Band 
Directors National Association, and the American Choral Directors 
Association Southern Division and National Conferences.
 
Our faculty are dynamic artists-performers-scholars who are 
conductors, teachers, composers, researchers, and artists who 
regularly perform with the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Atlanta 
Opera, Atlanta Chamber Players, and the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, to highlight just a few. KSU School of Music is a leader in 
music training regionally, nationally, and internationally.
 
Start your journey … where talent is cultivated, creativity is nurtured, 
performers are inspired, and where passion is heard.
 
Leslie J. Blackwell, DMA 
Interim Director, Bailey School of Music
2020-2021
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Overture v. 02 from Dancer in the Dark— Björk Guomundsdottir
Dancer in the Dark tells the story of Selma Jezkova (played by Björk), 
a Czech immigrant to the United States in 1964. She has a congenital 
disease that is making her go blind, so she is working as hard as she 
can (at the local factory) with the limited sight she has left to provide for 
her 12-year-old son, who will eventually develop the same condition 
unless she can raise the money for an expensive medical procedure 
for him. Her only diversion is her love for musicals: she lapses into 
daydreams involving musical numbers at several points throughout the 
film, often to her detriment. Nothing goes as Selma plans, yet she does 
her utmost to protect her son as her vision fades.
Overture for Winds— Charles Carter
Overture for Winds was given its title by the publishers. This three-part 
overture has remained Carter’s most popular composition for band. The 
opening section has a theme which is robust and rhythmic in character. 
The second theme, slightly slower and expressive, is a free form based 
on the original idea. The last section is a repetition of the opening 
thematic ideas, building to a final climax
Harrison’s Dream— Peter Graham
This fascinating work by English composer Peter Graham brings to 
life the quest of a man to save lives. In the early 1700s there was 
still no reliable tool for navigation on seagoing vessels, resulting in 
the demise of many ships and their crews. English clockmaker John 
Harrison realized the gravity of the problem, and worked to develop 
a solution, today known as the concept of longitude. Much of this 
intriguing, programmatic composition echoes the mechanical sounds 
of a clockmaker’s shop, punctuated with gripping “dream episodes” 
depicting the nightmares that plagued Harrison as he worked tirelessly 
to prevent more maritime disasters. The sounding of bells and tender 
melodic moments honor the lives lost as well as the importance of 
Harrison’s work.
Program NotesPr  notes
Old Wind in New Bottles— Gordon Jacob
Old Wine in New Bottles is a suite for woodwind, trumpets and horns, 
written specially for this festival. Each movement is based on an Old 
English folk song, and the free modern treatment of the familiar 
tunes gives rise to its title. Dr. Gordon Jacob had the St. Bees Festival 
Orchestra’s wind players in mind when he wrote the suite, and in giving 
every one of them something immensely enjoyable to play, he has 
written a work of beauty and fun.
As One— Gene Koshinksi
As One is a multiple percussion duo scored for 5.0 octave marimba, 2 
sets of bongos, 2 congas, 2 toms, 1 concert bass drum, and 2 splash 
cymbals. Both performers have identical set-ups and work “as one” by 
complementing each other with complex hocketed music played on 
marimba (shared: one player on each side) and multiple percussion.
Pavane, Opus 50— Gabriel Faure
The Pavane, Op. 50, is by the French composer Gabriel Fauré written 
in 1887. It was originally a piano piece, but is better known in Fauré’s 
version for orchestra and optional chorus. Obtaining its rhythm from 
the slow processional Spanish court dance of the same name, the 
Pavane ebbs and flows from a series of harmonic and melodic climaxes, 
conjuring a haunting Belle Époque elegance
Trio for Two Oboes and English Horn, Op. 87— Ludwig Van 
Beethoven
This delightful rondo was written by Beethoven in 1794 shortly after his 
arrival in Vienna. It was composed both to burnish his ability to write 
idiomatically for wind instruments and to supply music for the use of a 
growing number of amateur musicians in the city. Beethoven virtually 
abandoned wind chamber music after about 1800 but his numerous 
works of the preceding years no doubt helped to develop his treatment 
of wind instruments in his orchestral writing.
Toccata for Band— Frank Erickson
Toccata for Band is a popular among bands ever since it was first 
published. Essentially two ideas are expressed in the Allegro non 
troppo and Andante con moto sections. The first, featuring the trumpets 




































































KSU Wind Ensemble Personnel
David Kehler, Music Director
Listed alphabetically to emphasize the importance of each part. 
David Kehler
Since 2009, Dr. David Kehler has served as Music Director and Conductor 
of the KSU Wind Ensemble. In addition, Dr. Kehler teaches courses in 
instrumental conducting, advanced private conducting, symphonic repertoire, 
and twentieth century music. His work at Kennesaw State has been recognized 
by the KSU College of the Arts as the recipient of the 2020 Teaching Award, 
and the 2021 Research and Creative Activity Award. Along with his university 
responsibilities, Dr. Kehler currently serves as Music Director and Conductor of 
the Atlanta Wind Symphony, and as President for the College Band Directors 
National Association-Southern Division.
An advocate of new music, professor Kehler has commissioned more than 
two-dozen leading composers, including several Pulitzer Prize winners to 
write new compositions for wind ensemble. Performing music beyond the 
KSU campus, the KSU Wind Ensemble can also be heard frequently on 90.1, 
WABE, along with being featured at the College Band Director’s National 
Association Convention (two times), and most recently at the 2016 GMEA State 
Conference, in Athens, Georgia. In 2013, the KSU Wind Ensemble won the 
American Prize for best university wind ensemble/concert band recording in 
the United States.
Previously, Dr. Kehler served as Associate Conductor of America’s Premiere 
Windband; The Dallas Winds, and served as Founder and Conductor of 
the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra Wind Symphony. Previous academic 
appointments were at Southern Methodist University, the University of Rhode 
Island, and Bay City Western High School, in Bay City, Michigan. Growing up 
in Michigan, Dr. Kehler received his Bachelor of Music Education and Master 
of Music in Conducting degrees from Michigan State University, and his 
Doctorate of Musical Arts degree in instrumental conducting from the 
University of Texas at Austin.
BiographyBi p y
Formed in 1996, the Kennesaw State University Wind Ensemble performs 
a diverse repertoire encompassing large works for band, wind ensemble 
repertoire, and chamber music. The KSU Wind Ensemble continues to lead 
in supporting and creating consortiums for the development of new music, 
which have included the creation of new works by Steven Bryant, Paul 
Dooley, Geoffrey Gordon, Zhou Long, David Maslanka, Michael Markowski, 
Carter Pann, Joel Puckett, James Stephenson, Christopher Theofanidis, and 
Pulitzer Prize winner, Joseph Schwantner. In addition, leading composers 
Chen Yi, and Pulitzer Prize winners David Lang and Joseph Schwantner 
have recently visited and worked directly with the Ensemble and its 
students.
Because of KSU’s continued close relationship with the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, Georgia Symphony Orchestra and Atlanta Opera Orchestra, 
collaborations and performances have resulted with many of those 
principal players. The KSU Wind Ensemble continues to serve as an 
important musical voice in the Atlanta Metropolitan area, and has been 
featured frequently on 90.1 FM (WABE- Atlanta public radio).
In 2012 and 2016, the KSU Wind Ensemble was a selected and featured 
ensemble at the Southern Division College Band Directors National 
Association Conferences, and in 2017, was featured at Georgia Music 
Educators Association Conference in Athens, Georgia. In addition, the KSU 
Wind Ensemble was the Winner of the 2013 American Prize for best wind 
ensemble/concert band performance in the United States, and in 2016, 
released its first professional recording under the Centaur recording label 
featuring the music of Chen Yi.
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